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Supporting Community Climate Action
Hello Transition

Thank you for signing up to our newsletter and welcome to your June news.

The North Highlands & Islands Climate Hub team are delighted to have you join us as we find ourselves halfway through 2022 already. In this June newsletter edition you will find our featured event (which is actually more than 100 events!), what’s new with the hub, a spotlight on our chosen community group this month, The Libertie Project, information about the featured organisation, Local Energy Scotland, and a round-up of some interesting funding opportunities that are out at the moment. 

Featured Event
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25th June - 3rd July
Highland Climate Festival
We’re delighted to announce that the Highland Climate Festival 2022 is only 4 days off! Starting on Saturday the 25th June and finishing on Sunday the 3rd July, we have over 100 community events registered to take place across the Highlands, all with the purpose of both engaging with climate change and celebrating our communities. Across the Highlands there are a variety of events taking place, from active travel treasure hunts to tree hugging competitions, and everything in between. There are events occurring in Caithness, Ross-Shire, Sutherland, Inverness, Skye and Lochaber and Nairnshire, as well as online. 

We don’t have enough space to list all the fantastic groups that have contributed towards the festival, but we would like to give a big thank you to everyone who has helped pull everything together, especially our wonderful community organisations who are hosting events throughout and have provided a fantastic response and excitement for this festival, we’re so proud to bring the inaugural climate festival to the Highlands. To find out what is happening in your area, take a look at our website below, we hope to see you there.

 Highland Climate Festival - What’s on  

Hub News
We're happy to welcome onboard Steph Remers, the Hub's new Senior Development Officer. She joins our team of 3 development officers and our project manager. 

Stephanie has a keen interest in social equality and social economics. She has a degree in Peace Studies & International Relations and a Masters in Sustainable Energy Solutions.

Originally from Manchester, her family have lived in Caithness for the last 20 years, where she lives with her partner Michael and their son.

While in Caithness she has been working in the community supporting mental health, community engagement, working on challenges around fuel and food poverty and working with and supporting the voluntary sector.
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Net Zero Strategy Workshop
Here at the hub we have also been working on the development of our Net Zero Strategy Workshop, which is now ready for delivery. If your community group is looking for some guidance on how to develop an Environmental Policy and embed environmentally friendly practices in your operation, feel free to get in touch with us via email at enquiries@nhclimatehub.co.uk or on our website to arrange a workshop.

A couple of weeks ago our Project Manager, Joan, hosted a workshop on how to embed climate action in funding applications, if you missed it you can give it a watch here. If you are looking for assistance with your funding applications, don’t hesitate to contact us.
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Featured Community Group
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The Libertie Project
Starting in July 2012, The Libertie Project is a social enterprise based in Inverness in the Highlands. Their main work focuses on the belief that all individuals, regardless of their circumstances, should have the opportunity to unlock their potential and transform their own lives. With this, they bring families and communities together using technology and creativity.

Having recently received funding from the Climate Hub, they have used this to develop a climate action project in which they made and distributed 200 “grow your own” kits to local groups and schools, comprised of seed packs, compostable pots, compost and a growing guide. This project was led by their Project Worker Ruth MacCauley and has encouraged a variety of people to get involved in growing their own produce and engaged in climate action.

 The Libertie Project  

  

Featured Organisation
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Local Energy Scotland 

Local Energy Scotland administers and manages the Scottish Government’s Community and Renewable Energy Scheme (CARES). 

They help communities with:

· Free advice and support to develop renewable energy schemes, or to secure
and manage income from renewables

· Advice on funding streams

· Support to access CARES funding

· Support to access the Energy Investment Fund (post-consent loans)

CARES was established by the Scottish Government to encourage local and community ownership of renewable energy across Scotland and to help maximise the benefits to communities of renewable energy systems – whether commercial or community-owned. Its goal is that communities across Scotland are engaging, participating and benefiting in the energy transition to net zero.

CARES aims to accelerate progress towards the Scottish Government’s target of 2GW of renewable energy to be locally or community owned by 2030, and to assist with delivering the Scottish Government's Energy Strategy through the provision of loan finance, grant funding and specialist advice.

More information on CARES funding can be found in the funding section of this newsletter below!

 Local Energy Scotland  




  

Upcoming Events
As well as the Highland Climate Festival, comprised of over 100 events, here’s a brief look at some other events that are going on!
If you would like your events featured on our newsletter please reach out to us on enquiries@nhclimatehub.co.uk, and we would be more than happy to help!
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Creative Carbon Scotland: Disabled Perspectives on Climate and Culture 

Wednesday 22nd June 2022
15:00 – 16:30
 Click here to find out more  

Delivering Scotland’s Circular Economy Bill: Consultation on Proposal
Closes 22nd August 2022
[image: image9.jpg]Scottish Government
Riaghaltas na h-Alba
gov.scot

>





 Click here to have your say  

Save the date:



  

Funding news
If you were looking for some guidance with your funding applications, a couple of weeks ago our Project Manager, Joan, hosted a workshop on how to embed climate action in funding applications, if you wanted to check it out, click below:
Watch here
Investing in Communities Fund – Round 2 

Closing date: 28th June 2022

Award: Up to £300,000 over three years

The Investing in Communities Fund is a community focused fund supporting organisations based in the places they serve delivering activity across all four of the following areas for action, that reflect the strategic context: 

· Tackling poverty and inequality, including child poverty 

· Developing and sustaining place based approaches

· Community-led regeneration

· Ensuring a just transition to net zero 

Click here to find out more
If you are looking for assistance with embedding climate in your Investing in Communities Fund application, please contact us on enquiries@nhclimatehub.co.uk

Funding for bike projects (Energy Saving Trust, Cycling Scotland and Paths for all)
If you are thinking of developing an e-bike project - the Energy Saving Trust's eBike Grant Fund is now open! They do not fund storage, or ancillary kit, so if you were after these, Cycling Scotland's Cycling Friendly Community funding will be able to cover those elements. If you are looking for a project coordinator, or support with promotion and marketing, then go to Paths for All's Smarter Choices Smarter Places open fund.

Local Energy Scotland - CARES Funding (various)
CARES Enablement grant, CARES Development funding, CARES Capital funding, Let’s Do Net Zero Community Buildings Fund, Let’s Do Net Zero: Off-electricty grid communities fund

Achieving net zero means we all need to act. The Scottish Government’s Community and Renewable Energy Scheme (CARES) is there to support communities to engage with, participate in and benefit from the energy transition to net zero emissions. 

Check out the CARES funding options here
Spotlight: Let’s Do Net Zero Community Buildings Fund (CARES)
New funding is now available from the Scottish Government’s Community and Renewable Energy Scheme (CARES). The fund aims to support community organisations to reduce their building energy costs and carbon emissions.

The Let’s Do Net Zero Community Buildings Fund is open now and is planned to run until the end of March 2025, subject to funding availability.

Funding is available for many types of community building, including:

· community cafes

· community hubs

· faith buildings

· public halls

· community halls and centres

Grant funding is available for up to 80% of eligible costs up to a maximum of £80,000.

Find out more 
The National Lottery Community Fund - National Lottery Awards for All Scotland 

Closing date: Ongoing

Award: £300 - £10,000

National Lottery Awards for All offers funding to support what matters to people and communities. The programme is a partnership between the National Lottery Community Fund Scotland, sportscotland and Creative Scotland. It has three funding priorities: bringing people together, building strong relationships in and across communities and improving the places and spaces that matter to communities. 

Click here to find out more
Foundation Scotland - Baillie Gifford Community Awards 

Award: Up to £5000

The Baillie Gifford grants programme supports grass roots community organisations across the whole of Scotland. It replaces Foundation Scotland’s Express Grants programme. 

 

Click here to find out more 
At the North Highlands and Islands Climate Hub we are here to help you find and apply for funding to support your project. Please check our Facebook and Twitter for the latest funding news where we share as soon as we have identified available opportunities. 

Keep up to date with us on all of our channels



Did you know you can follow us on LinkedIn? Click on the image to keep up to date with with us on LinkedIn



The Hub is now on YouTube. You can watch back some of our previous events by clicking on the YouTube icon









  










North Highland & Islands Climate Hub
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Thurso, Scotland, KW14 8AA
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